
THE FUTURE OF FAMILY LAW – MEDIATION
WHAT IS MEDIATION?
Mediation is a voluntary non binding process where two parties come together with the aid of an independent person called a Mediator with the sole purpose of bringing about a solution to their dispute.  

IS IT SUITED TO FAMILY LAW?
It is particularly suited to family law.  It provides and opportunity for the couple to work through their issues with a skilled Mediator and come up with an agreement in relation to important issues such as custody and access regarding the children, the family home, maintenance and pensions.  

More importantly Mediation has the following further advantages:-
· It puts the children at the centre of discussions. 

· It enables the couple to control the outcome rather than have a court impose a decision that may not suite either of them.  

· It provides a mechanism whereby the couple can continue to co-parent the children into the future. 

· It focuses on solutions rather than blame.  

· A successful mediation is much quicker than the court procedure.  

IS MEDIATION CHEAPER?
Family law mediation is usually significantly cheaper than court litigation.  Parties have the option of using The Family Law Mediation Service or a private lawyer mediator who will be skilled in complicated issues such as maintenance, property and pensions.  

The process will usually take 4 – 5 sessions of one and a half hours each.  

For further information on family law mediation please contact Brendan Dillon on 01 – 2960666 who is a trained family law mediator.  


